166               BLESSED JOSEPH COTTOLENGO          [April 30

There is one house in England, at Romsey. The Fathers preach
missions and retreats, and especially inculcate everywhere a tender
devotion to the Holy Mother of God. The Blessed Louis Grignion
de Montfort was Beatified by Leo XIII in 1888, and Canonized by
Pius XII, aoth July, 1947,

APRIL 30
COTTOLENGO, THE BLESSED JOSEPH, CONFESSOR
(1786-1842)
THE year 1786, which was the birth-year of the St Cur6 of Ars, was also
that of the Blessed Joseph of Cottolengo, born at Bra, a small town of
Piedmont. His parents, Joseph Anthony Cottolengo and Benedicta
Clarotti, enjoyed a sufficient fortune and so were able to give a superior
education to their twelve children, though owing to extremely bad health,
Joseph, who was to achieve such distinction in the religious and even
civil life of Northern Italy, long found study a matter of great difficulty.
He had, from very early years, a special devotion to St Thomas Aquinas,
and he used to attribute a great change for the better in the matter of
acquiring knowledge and also his dictinction among his fellow-students,
to the direct assistance of the Angel of the Schools. Even as a boy, Joseph
Cottolengo was remarkable for his devotion and his love of mortification.
From his excellent mother he learned to take a deep and practical interest
in the poor, whom he was taught to regard, after the manner of St Francis,
as his brethren. He entered the Seminary of Turin, 1802, to study for
the priesthood, but for a time it was a question whether he would not
have to relinquish the idea owing to what appeared to be the beginnings
of consumption. The danger happily passed off, and Joseph, having gone
through the various classes of learning and stages of ordination, was pro-
moted to the priesthood, 8th June, 1811.
The Napoleonic Wars, which had been raging uninterruptedly since
1804, had called to the Eagles a vast multitude of soldiers of all races and
nations, and the newly-created " Kingdom of Italy," as a subject state
of the Empire, sent year by year to the armies of the great Captain thousands
&f recruits. Turin, like Milan, Verona and the other cities of Piedmont
ana Lombardy, was full of troops, including very many invalids broken